not be given to the individual examined, but to the persons who may possibly be carried in a ship or a train placed under his control. It follows that the evidence on which a re-examined man has been accepted is of far more public importa nce than that on which he h as been rejected; and it is to be hoped that, in the next report upon the subject, this aspect of the ouestion will be borne in mind.
Of the 71 rejections for colour-blindness, 35 were on account of red-blindness (complete in 20, incomplete in 15), and 36 on account of green-blindness (complete in 23, incomplete in 13), so that the several de-fect~ are practically of about equal frequency. No case of monocular colour-defect is recorded.
The last paragraph of the report announces that, a fter January 1, 1914; the standard of form vision in the mercantile marine will be raised, and tha t candidates will be required to possess full norma l vision in one eye, and " at least " half normal vision in the other. It will probably be news to most of our readers that less than this very modest standard has hitherto been r equired; and ophthaimologists generally will, we think, agree with us that the possession of only half vision, in one of his eyes, by a young or middleaged mariner, is a circumstance which would fully justify his being s u b m i t t e d to periodical reex am in at ion. "H a 1 fvision" would in many c a s e s indicate disease, often of a character likely to be progressive.
STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION.'
time over his book-it is scholarly, up-to-date, and clear, and commands our warmest admiration. It deals with the individual organism and the processes of its life-such as movement a nd feeling, nutrition and reproduction . There is nothing remarkable in the mapping out of the subject; it is the working-out that is remarkable in its thoroughness and lucidity. In treating of reproduction, the author necessarily gets beyond the individual, and leads on towards the second volume, in which Prof. Doflein is to deal with the relations of organisms with one another and to environmental influences.
The book is illustrated with quite remarkable generosity and skill. It is not merely that the illustrations are very numerous and beautiful, but they are peculiarly fresh and interesting, and there is a delightful intellectual flavour about them.
They not only adorn the tale, they tell a story by themselves. Dr. Hesse's emphatically distinctive book has been well treated by the publishers, and we hope the result will be a great success. We have no counterpart of it in Britain. fundam ental problems of life, and how their structure is to be interpreted in terms of their functions and environment. The keynote of the book is to keep the animal alive and to study its adaptations. We must congratulate the author on the success of his endeavour, for he has written a worthy successor to the oncefamous, now forgotten "Anatomischphysiologische Uebersicht des Tierreiches," by Bergmann and Leuckart. The outstanding merit of the achievement is in its unified or synthetic presentation of the factsit is at once anatomical and physiological, recological and evolutionist. This general biological outlook is very useful for the analytic student.
T HE aim of this stately book is to show how the various types of anima ls have solved the
Dr. Hesse has evidently worked for a long THE visit of Dr. Louis Sambon to Italy to investigate the cause of pellagra has proved eminently successful. Dr. Sambon was sent out by the Pellagra Investigation Committee in March, 1910, in consequence of his having advocated for some time that pellagra was not caused by the consumption of diseased maize, as has been thought to be the case hitherto. Dr. Sambon was of opinion that pellagra was due to a protozoa! infection, and that the disease was conveyed by an insect in much the same way as several other ailments are transmitted, such as malaria, sleeping sickness, kala-azar, filariasis, &c. The members of the Pellagra Investigation Committee, finding Dr. Sambon 's idea was based on sound scientific reasonings, proceeded· to. collect money for the purpose of enabling him to proceed to Italy and pursue investigations on the spot.
